TMI Executive Board - Biographies
Roger Platt MTMI MTS, Retiring President

Currently Head of Tourism in Tameside,  Roger has worked in the public sector for thirty five years holding senior positions in Programme and Project management,  economic development , marketing and communications.  He has previously held the chair of the Association of Greater Manchester Tourism Officers and Salford Business Club.  For TMI, he has been North West regional representative, a United Kingdom representative and President 2008-2010.

 

Roger is passionate about sustainability and was a founder member of the Greater Manchester sustainable business club.  He often speaks on this issue, locally regionally and recently nationally.  His special interests in tourism are local engagement and the contribution that tourism can make to the place making agenda, the quality of  place, the quality of life, including creating healthier lifestyles and lifelong learning.

Dave Hughes MTMI MTS, Incoming President

A Lancastrian by birth and upbringing, Dave entered the tourism world in 1981 after graduating from Dundee University with a degree in Town and Regional Planning.  This was a period when many local authorities were cottoning on to the fact that tourism was important to their local economies, including East Sussex where Dave first laid the foundations of a career in destination management.  Sussex was followed by Kent where Dave became tourism manager for the county council in the 1990s.  This was an exciting time for tourism in Kent with the opening of the Channel Tunnel and the establishment of strong public / private sector partnerships which later evolved into Visit Kent. 
Following a 3 year spell at Medway Council, Dave left the role of Head of Economic Development & Neighbourhood Renewal in 2001 to establish his own tourism consultancy – Tourism Plus. Dave has since carried out more than 40 consultancy projects for a range of clients. He served as TMI’s South East regional representative and Head of Communications before becoming Vice-President in 2008
Andrew Bateman MTMI MTS, Standing for Vice President

Andrew is Tourism Manager for Hampshire County Council.  Since joining the county council in 1998, he has been responsible for a wide range of tourism marketing and development projects, many in partnership with Hampshire’s military heritage sector.

A graduate from the University of Wales College Swansea in geography and holder of a postgraduate diploma in tourism from Strathclyde University, he has spent the whole of his career to date in tourism.  This has also included spells in private sector tourism consultancy, event management, and as a scuba diving guide and instructor in the Red Sea and Thailand.

Andrew gained an MBA in 2005 and in his spare time likes to take advantage of Hampshire’s great country and water based leisure opportunities.

He joined TMI in 2004 and has chaired its Policy and Advocacy Group since 2008.

Peter Colling MTMI MTS, Hon. Treasurer

Peter Colling has spent his career in strategic regional tourism.  After 7 years running the East of England's development and business grants section, he joined the Southern Tourist Board in 1988 where he introduced and developed research and training services - soon providing a national lead for similar services in other regional boards.  Peter Colling is Director of Development Services at Tourism South East, Southern Tourist Board's (STB) successor, and is responsible for a team of around 20 delivering the organisation's interventions in the fields of research, training, regeneration, sustainability, accessibility and policy development.

Cathy Guthrie FTMI FTS, Hon. Secretary
Cathy was a TIC Assistant during university vacations, returning to tourism after working in conference reporting and property management, first at Hambleton District Council, North Yorkshire, then as Senior Tourism Manager at Darlington, where she took the TIC to Silver in England for Excellence, launched the Darlington Orange Festival and got involved in railway heritage.

Since moving to Scotland, she has achieved an MSc researching the impact of ICT on the role of TICs, and a PhD on the impact of visitor experience on destination image.  She is now a consultant specialising in project co-ordination, led for TMI on the European training project, VocMat, and currently co-ordinates the Scottish Community and Rural Touring Forum.

A founder TMI member, Cathy has served on the Executive since 1997, as President in 2000, and Hon. Secretary since 2001.  She is proudest of her contribution to getting postgraduate qualifications in destination management from flip chart to reality and is the Tourism Society’s contracted CPD Co-ordinator.  She is also a Tourism Society Scotland committee member.

Robin Barker MTMI MTS, Head of Communications and Events

Robin entered tourism as an overseas resort manager in 1981 after graduating in Maths and Psychology from Exeter University.  He spent the rest of the 80s in marketing, first at Saga Holidays then at marketing consultancy Abram Hawkes, before taking a sabbatical in the Mediterranean, with occasional periods of lecturing for the Institute of Direct Marketing.
Returning to the UK full time in 1992, Robin co-founded a marketing service company based in Cornwall, project managing several tourism development initiatives in the South West.  In 2001, he joined the National Maritime Museum Cornwall as Head of Marketing, and in 2003 moved to Deputy Chief Executive and Marketing Director of South West Tourism.  In 2008, he returned to running his own business, Services for Tourism Ltd., which has already delivered contracts for VisitBritain, East Midlands Tourism, South West Tourism, Venice University and private sector tourism businesses.

Robin is married with three children, and is a competitive yachtsman.  He is a Fellow of the Institute of Direct Marketing.

Dr. Philip Long, MTMI MTS, Head of CPD
Dr Philip Long is Principal Research Fellow and Deputy Director at the Centre for Tourism and Cultural Change, Leeds Metropolitan University, UK (CTCC). His responsibilities include leadership of the Centre’s postgraduate and professional development programmes in Cultural Tourism and Destination Management.

His research interests and publications include work on festivals, cultural events and their tourism dimensions; connections between international film, television and tourism; diaspora communities, social exclusion and tourism; partnerships and collaboration in tourism development (the subject of his PhD research) and the relationships between royalty and tourism. 

Phil is a board member of the European chapter of the International Festivals and Events Association and Executive Board member of the Tourism Management Institute, a chapter of the Tourism Society. He leads on continuing professional development programmes for these sector associations.

Before embarking on an academic career, Phil worked for 12 years in the tourism industry in the UK and Zimbabwe.

